Minutes of Meeting of Hoveton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
HVH Jubilee Room
28th August 2025

Present: -
Ann-Marie Watton (A-MW), Mick Watton (MW), Garry Walker (GW), Kerry Walker (KW), Cllr Richard Stowe (RS), Louise Cornell (LC), Greg Slater (GS), Barbara Clements (BC), Ben Bethel (BB), Cllr Russell Reeve (RR)


Apologies: -
Kelvin Dore (KD), Peter Mantle (PM), Kate Williams (KHW)


1.  Minutes of Last Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting, (22nd July) were accepted.

Matters Arising

The Ordnance Survey mapping licence, BB has contacted Ordnance Survey (OS) to obtain the licence code, awaiting response from OS.

LC now has the data from the school survey and is over halfway through the analysis.  LC should be able to complete a report before the next meeting.  This will be included in the agenda for the next meeting for discussion.

It may be useful to consult on the Design Code report, KW and LC will discuss options.

Action: LC & KW to discuss options for DC report consultation

This action is yet to start.

2. Funding

NNDC have agreed to provide funding of £7,675, this equates to our estimate less the contingency of £4,100 that included cost for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) but did not include costs for a Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA).

NNDC have also offered to carry-out work for the Neighbourhood Plan including printing and an Environmental Screening Assessment, should it be required.  RS commented that the printing bill should not be significant as most of our consultation will be on line, LC commented that we will need to use household leaflets as part of the Neighbourhood Plan consultation.

Some discussion was held on the SEA and HRA, LC remarked that CCP can do the SEA but the HRA was more difficult as a suitable provider has not yet been found.  SEA and HRA are only required if the Neighbourhood Plan includes allocation of sites for development and the Environmental Screening Assessment identifies a requirement for them.  It was noted that the Broads Authority use Lepus Consulting for HRA.

Action: LC to explore options for HRA
Action: BB to contact other council clerks to ask if they have carried out HRAs

NNDC have asked to meet to discuss funding and how it will work.

Action: RS to arrange a meeting on funding with NNDC, GS/BB to attend

NNDC are interested to know the timeline for completion of the Neighbourhood Plan (reaching Regulation 14 stage).  LC commented that if the Neighbourhood Plan does not include site allocation then it could be completed before the end of the financial year, if allocation is included then it will add three months to this timeline.  The draft Plan should be ready by December.

3. Site Assessment Report Recap

KW made a presentation revisiting the discussion from the last meeting where the Site Assessment report and the NPSG team’s feedback on the sites assessed were discussed.

A. Within the NNDC Area

It was agreed that the only site within the NNDC area to be further considered for allocation was site 8, the BYCC and HVH site either as a complete or as a strip development.  In the case of a strip development the playing field would be left as is.  GW asked if the viability of a strip development had been assessed with regard to how many housing units could be fit into this area.  LC commented that she has contacts with architects and will investigate.  

Action: LC to consult with Architect contacts to assess the options for the village BYCC/HVH site

There was some discussion on the relative merits of a strip development versus a full-scale development of the whole six-acre site and relocation of the HVH to a greenfield site.  KW commented that at the last meeting all agreed that the NPSG would not include development on a greenfield site reflecting the outcome of the feedback on the Site Assessment Report by the NPSG.  Any development of the HVH site would need to balance maintaining the community amenity with any development.  LC commented that this could be a strip development or development of the BYCC site alone, it was pointed out that there exists a right of way from Stalham Road to the school that would need to be maintained.

B. Within the Broads Authority Area

The Broads Authority are planning to allocate the mid-size car park, the Waterside Rooms and the small car park along Station Road.  There was some discussion on how this would work and on the possibility of including the area between the car parks that currently accommodates and estate agent, a pharmacy and the BA Tourist Office and under multiple title ownership.

LC commented that it would be useful if the NPSG team could review the Broads Authority policies concerning their plan to allocate these sites.

C. Within the Joint NNDC/Broads Authority Area

There was some discussion on inclusion of Roys long stay car park.  RS commented that he had tried to contact Roys but had to go through the Customer Service office and so far has had no meaningful response from Roys.

The HV01C site is included in the NNDC plan and therefore we have no option but to include in the Neighbourhood Plan. KW advised that the NNDC Local Plan policy for HV01c needed review as this policy would form the basis of any planning application. The policy therefore needs to be from a local perspective.


4. NNDC Local Plan Modifications

Geoff Cook email circulated by RS: it was agreed that comments on the NNDC Local Plan Modification were for individuals and would not be the subject of a collective NPSG comment.

5. Greene King Meeting

RS has arranged a meeting with Greene King for 10th September at 11:30am to discuss their properties on Station road and their potential plans for them.  Broads Authority representatives will attend and RS has invited NNDC to send a representative.  The local MP (Steph Aquarone) also plans to attend.  There was some discussion on the attendees for the meeting and whether Roys should be invited.

There was some discussion on the format of the meeting.  RS commented that he hopes the meeting would largely be a review of the buildings being considered, Greene King will be making a presentation.

Action: RS to issue the agenda for the meeting before 10th September

6. Forward Plan/Next Steps

Covered in Funding discussion above.

7. AoB

A) KW proposed setting up a work group to develop policies covering the HV01C development and the Broads Authority polices.  This would entail taking the NNDC and BA policies for sites to be allocated and see where local knowledge can be employed to develop/improve the district policies in order to better address the needs of Hoveton.  KHW, KW and LC would form this group.  MW and A-MW volunteered to provide support reviewing the policies.  This proposal was agreed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: KW/KHW to set up Allocated Site Policy Working Group


B) GW asked if anyone had a contact for Peter Mantle as e-mails to him keep failing.  BB said he had a contact and would send through.

End of Meeting

The next meeting date will be on 25th September 2025 7:00pm, HVH Jubilee Room and Zoom.

